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Year at  a  Glance

2024/2025

WE RECOGNIZE THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORIES OF THE KATZIE AND KWANTLEN FIRST NATIONS. WE RESPECTFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE THE
MANY NATIONS WHO ARE REPRESENTED BY THE URBAN INDIGENOUS POPULATION IN THE FRASER VALLEY AND METRO VANCOUVER AREA.
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W e  a r e  a n  I n d i g e n o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  p r o v i d i n g  s e r v i c e s  a n d  p r o g r a m s  f o r  o u r
c o m m u n i t y .  A c k n o w l e d g i n g  o u r  p a s t  p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  -  O u r

v i s i o n  i s  t o  g u i d e  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  s e l f  d e t e r m i n e d  I n d i g e n o u s  P e o p l e s  t o  l i v e  i n
a  c o l l a b o r a t i v e  w a y .

OUR MISSION & VISION

HISTORY & NAME CHANGE
I n  2 0 1 1  t h e  F r a s e r  R i v e r  A l l  N a t i o n s  A b o r i g i n a l  S o c i e t y  w a s  f o r m e d  t o  a n s w e r  t h e  n e e d s

o f  t h e  u r b a n  I n d i g e n o u s  p e o p l e s  o f  M a p l e  R i d g e  a n d  P i t t  M e a d o w s .
 N o w  c a l l e d  F r a s e r  R i v e r  I n d i g e n o u s  S o c i e t y ,  w e  a r e  h e r e  t o  s e r v e  U r b a n  I n d i g e n o u s

P e o p l e s ,  a n d  s o  w e  w e l c o m e  p e o p l e  o f  a l l  n a t i o n s  a n d  a g e s  s o  w e  c a n  f o s t e r  a  s e n s e  o f
b e l o n g i n g  a n d  p r o v i d e  s p a c e  t o  c o n n e c t  a n d  c e l e b r a t e .

W e  a r e  e v o k i n g  a  n a m e  c h a n g e  f r o m  F r a s e r  R i v e r  A l l  N a t i o n s  A b o r i g i n a l  S o c i e t y  t o  t h e
F r a s e r  R i v e r  I n d i g e n o u s  S o c i e t y .  

​T h i s  c h a n g e  a c k n o w l e d g e s  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  p e o p l e s  w e  s e r v e :  U r b a n  I n d i g e n o u s  P e o p l e s ,
p e o p l e  w h o  m a y b e  l i v i n g  f a r  f r o m  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r y ,  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  d i s p l a c e d  f r o m  t h e i r
c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  h e r i t a g e  t h r o u g h  c o l o n i a l  r u l e ,  a n d  t h o s e  w i t h  m i x  f a m i l y  d y n a m i c s .  
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C i r c l e  H o m e  H o u s i n g  S u p p o r t
FRIS  operates a Housing support  program for  those who are homeless  or  at  r isk  of
homelessness .  Th is  program emphasizes  the importance of  housing as a f i rs t  need to  meet
and provides a wealth  of  supports  to  promote long term stabi l i ty  and success af ter  that .
Persons wi th  Indigenous her i tage are more l ike ly  to  be homeless  than others ,  and regular ly
exper ience st igma,  a  feel ing of  being disconnected f rom thei r  communit ies  and her i tage,
and the resul ts  of  inter-generat ional  t rauma f rom decades of  negat ive res ident ia l  school
exper iences .  Th is  makes return ing to  housing and l i fe  stabi l i ty  except ional ly  d i f f icu l t  and
requires  a person-centered,  cul tural ly  sens i t ive  approach.  FR IS ’s  Support  Workers
specia l i zes  in  th is  approach.  In  addit ion to  our  own c l ients ,  the program also provides
support  to  other  programs in  the community  who need help gett ing indiv iduals  wi th  F i rst
Nat ions ,  Mét is  or  Inui t  her i tage in  touch with  cul tural  supports .

OUR TEAMS

E a r l y  Y e a r s  P r o g r a m  
Our Ear ly  Years  programs are del ivered in  community  or  in  a  fami ly  home sett ing .  We
bel ieve in  the potent ia l  of  every  chi ld ,  and we know that  each chi ld  is  unique.  We work
together  wi th  fami l ies  to  recognize each chi ld ’s  st rengths and develop thei r  abi l i t ies .  I f
ch i ldren grow up with  a sense of  belonging,  they can keep thei r  cul tures  v i ta l  and restore
thei r  communit ies .  Our  Indigenous ear ly  years  program aims to  create a community  of
heal thy ,  happy,  chi ldren supported to  reach thei r  fu l l  potent ia l ,  and to  encourage al l
ch i ldren to  begin a l i fe long journey of  learning with in  a  cul tural ly  support ive and safe
envi ronment  of  h igh-qual i ty  Ear ly  Chi ldhood Development  programs,  serv ices and supports .

F a m i l y  D e v e l o p m e n t  P r o g r a m
The Fami ly  St rengthening Program is  a
short-  term intervent ion program.  The

serv ice start  date commences on the day of
the foundat ion meet ing.  The program is

open to  Indigenous fami l ies  whose members
res ide in  the Maple R idge/Pi t t  Meadows area

and are del ivered in  community  or  in  a
fami ly  home sett ing .  In-home support  is

ut i l i zed where r isk  is  h igher ,  or  where
barr iers  prevent  the indiv idual  or  fami ly  f rom
part ic ipat ing in  other  programs.  Fraser  R iver

Indigenous Society  is  an innovat ive mult i-
serv ice agency work ing at  a l l  levels  to

provide permanency to  Indigenous Chi ldren
and Youth for  the purposes of  achiev ing
reuni f icat ion ,  phys ical  permanency and

relat ional  permanency when reuni f icat ion is
not  poss ib le .  F raser  R iver  Indigenous Society
has establ ished i tse l f  and th is  program as a
re levant  key serv ice organizat ion for  Urban

Fi rst  Nat ions ,  Mét is  and Inui t  fami l ies  and
indiv iduals .  Our  program aims to  enhance
the capacity  of  Indigenous fami l ies  in  the

Maple R idge/ P i t t  Meadows area to  care for
thei r  chi ldren in  a  se l f-determined way.



FRIS  operates a Housing support  program for  those who are homeless
or  at  r isk  of  homelessness .  Th is  program emphasizes  the importance
of  housing as a f i rs t  need to  meet  and provides a wealth  of  supports
to  promote long term stabi l i ty  and success af ter  that .  
The program operates under  a  three-step system to ensure st ructure
and success in  a  way that  moves away f rom mainstream pract ice
and creates a more personal i zed approach.  Th is  benef i ts  the
community  by provid ing low-barr ier  and access ib le  serv ices in  a
cul tural ly  safe  way.  FR IS ’s  Housing Support  Program provides
ass istance to  community  members  who are exper iencing
homelessness or  are  at  r isk  of  los ing thei r  housing.  Over  the past
year ,  the program has supported a steady number  of  indiv iduals  and
fami l ies  by help ing them secure safe accommodat ion and access the
serv ices they need.  Us ing a s imple three-step support  model ,  the
program of fers  low-barr ier ,  cu l tural ly  safe  guidance that  has helped
many part ic ipants  work  toward greater  stabi l i ty  and long-term
success .

TOTAL INDIGENOUS
WORKSHOPS HOSTED

 CIRCLE HOME Annual Report 2024/2025

HOUS ING 
PLACEMEN TS

HOUS ING 
TO HOUS ING INTAKES



TOTAL INDIGENOUS
REC IPIEN TS S ERVED

The Ear ly  Years  Programs are del ivered in
community  spaces or  wi th in  fami ly  homes,  creat ing
envi ronments  that  are welcoming,  safe ,  and
cultural ly  grounded.
We bel ieve in  the potent ia l  of  every  chi ld  and
recognize that  each chi ld ’s  journey is  unique.  Our
team works  a longside fami l ies  to  nurture every
chi ld ’s  st rengths ,  support  thei r  indiv idual  growth ,
and celebrate thei r  mi lestones .  Through meaningful
re lat ionships and cul tural ly  in formed pract ices ,  we
str ive to  create exper iences that  bui ld  conf idence,
connect ion ,  and cur ios i ty .
When chi ldren grow up with  a st rong sense of
belonging,  they carry  forward thei r  cul tures ,  s tor ies ,
and languages — help ing to  keep t radi t ions a l ive
and strengthening the future of  thei r  communit ies .

EARLY YEARS
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TOTAL FAMILIES
SUPPORTED 

 C OMMUNI TY
PRO GRAMMING
 PARTIC IPAN TS 



FAMILY DEVELOPMENT
The Fami ly  Development  Programs pr imar i ly  focus is  on fami ly  development ,
support ing connect ions between the fami l ies  and thei r  ch i ldren and/or  youth and
assist ing the community  members  wi th  the opportuni t ies  to  engage in  pos i t ive
socia l  contacts ,  emot ional  support ,  and to  promote heal thy l i fe  sk i l l s  and choices .

 The programs ass ist  community  members  wi th  connect ion to  the E lders/Knowledge
Keepers  to  enhance thei r  sp i r i tual  wel lbeing ,  and to  faci l i tate  the cul tural  teachings
and act iv i t ies .  The FR IS  programs are open to  a l l  se l f- ident i fy ing Indigenous
fami l ies  who res ide in  the Maple R idge and P i t t  Meadows region .

NEW REC IPIEN TS
SERVED
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TOTAL INDIGENOUS
REC IPIEN TS S ERVED

 REC IPIEN TS ONE-TO-
ONE  SERVICE



COMMUNITY PROGRAMS

•Women’s  Ci rc le  prov ides a safe ,  conf ident ia l  p lace to  meet  for
Indigenous women look ing to  connect  wi th  community .

•Men’s  Ci rc le  prov ides a safe p lace for  Indigenous men to  ta lk ,  learn new
act iv i t ies ,  and enjoy the company of  others .

•Youth Ci rc le  prov ides a safe and welcoming space for  Indigenous youth
to connect ,  share exper iences ,  learn new sk i l ls ,  and take part  in  cul tural
and recreat ional  act iv i t ies  together .  I t ’ s  a  p lace to  bui ld  conf idence,
f r iendship ,  and a sense of  belonging whi le  having fun and support ing one
another .

•The parent ing group Br inging Tradi t ion Home program of fers  a
transformat ive journey for  Indigenous caregivers  seek ing to  deepen thei r
connect ion to  t radi t ional  parent ing pract ices .

•The Oots 'n  Wineeya Tradi t ional  K i tchen program provides educat ional
opportuni t ies  to  pract ic ing food preparat ion ,  heal thy eat ing ,  and
preservat ion sk i l l s .

IND IGENOUS
REC IPIEN TS

SERVED

YOUTH  C IRCLE
PAREN TING 

GROUP
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Community programs at the Fraser River Indigenous Society provide essential  support ,  connection,  and
cultural grounding for Indigenous individuals and famil ies.  These programs strengthen community t ies,
promote wellbeing,  and help keep culture and tradit ions al ive.  By creating safe,  welcoming spaces,  FRIS
supports healing,  empowerment,  and a strong sense of belonging.

WOMEN’S C IRCLE

MEN’S C IRCLE

TRADI TIONAL
KI TC HEN



STORY 
BLANKET 

Annual Report 2024/2025 THE  STORY BLANKE T DROP-IN  PRO GRAM I S A FREE  IND IGENOUS
PLAYGROUP FOR C HI LDREN AGED 0 - 6.  ALL ARE  WELC OME. THE

PAREN T/CAREG IVER PARTIC IPATION PLAYGROUP C ON S I STS OF FREE
PLAY, C IRCLE  TIME, CRAFTS, DRUMMING, CULTURAL TEAC HING S

WI TH  ELDERS AND NUTR I TIOUS SNACK.

ANNUAL RECIPIENTS 
(CHILDREN)

ANNUAL RECIPIENTS 
(ADULTS)

INDIGENOUS
RECIPIENTS 

SERVED



D u r i n g  s u m m e r ,  F r a s e r  R i v e r  I n d i g e n o u s  S o c i e t y  h o s t s  C u l t u r a l  C a m p s  t h a t  b r i n g  f a m i l i e s  a n d  c h i l d r e n  t o g e t h e r  t o  c o n n e c t  w i t h

t h e  l a n d ,  t r a d i t i o n s ,  a n d  o n e  a n o t h e r .  T h e s e  c a m p s  o f f e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  l e a r n  f r o m  E l d e r s  a n d  K n o w l e d g e  K e e p e r s  t h r o u g h

h a n d s - o n  c u l t u r a l  t e a c h i n g s ,  s t o r y t e l l i n g ,  c r a f t s ,  a n d  l a n d - b a s e d  a c t i v i t i e s .  B y  c r e a t i n g  a  s a f e  a n d  w e l c o m i n g  s p a c e  f o r

c u l t u r a l  l e a r n i n g  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  c a m p s  s t r e n g t h e n  i d e n t i t y ,  b e l o n g i n g ,  a n d  i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l  c o n n e c t i o n—
e n r i c h i n g  t h e  l i v e s  o f  f a m i l i e s  a n d  h e l p i n g  c h i l d r e n  g r o w  w i t h  p r i d e  i n  w h o  t h e y  a r e  a n d  w h e r e  t h e y  c o m e  f r o m .

SUMMER PROGRAMMING
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SUMMER

CULTURAL

CAMPS  

SUMMER
CULTURAL

CAMPS 

INDIGENOUS

RECIPIENTS

SERVED  

INDIGENOUS
RECIPIENTS

SERVED 

WILDPLAY
ELEMENT
PARKS

SOAP STONE
CARVING

DREAM-
CATCHERS

KANAKA
CREEK

HATCHERY

BUTTON
BLANKETS



NATIONAL INDIGENOUS
PEOPLES DAY
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Fraser  R iver  Indigenous Society  was honoured to  host  the
celebrat ion of  Nat ional  Indigenous Peoples  Day wi th  the support  of

the Ci ty  of  Maple R idge and PLEA Community  Serv ices .  Th is  event
was to  honour  and celebrate Indigenous cul ture .  Th is  year 's  theme
was “BRIDGING GENERATIONS THROUGH STORYTELL ING – CONNECTING

ELDERS AND YOUTH THROUGH SHARED NARRATIVES”  which fosters
meaningful  connect ions between e lders  and youth by shar ing
personal  narrat ives  that  preserve wisdom,  bui ld  empathy ,  and

strengthen community  bonds .



T h r o u g h o u t  2 0 2 4  a n d  2 0 2 5 ,  F R I S  c o n t i n u e d  t o  c r e a t e  m e a n i n g f u l  s p a c e s  f o r

c o n n e c t i o n ,  c u l t u r e ,  a n d  h e a l i n g  t h r o u g h  e v e n t s  l i k e  t h e  N o r t h e r n  L i g h t s

C h r i s t m a s  G a t h e r i n g ,  E l d e r s  L u n c h e o n s ,  a n d  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  C o m m u n i t y

W o r k s h o p s .  T h e s e  g a t h e r i n g s  h o n o u r  t h e  w i s d o m  a n d  g u i d a n c e  o f  E l d e r s ,

n u r t u r e  t h e  g r o w t h  a n d  s p i r i t  o f  c h i l d r e n ,  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e

c o m m u n i t y .  R o o t e d  i n  I n d i g e n o u s  v a l u e s ,  e a c h  e v e n t  b r i n g s  p e o p l e  t o g e t h e r  t o

s h a r e  s t o r i e s ,  t r a d i t i o n s ,  m e a l s ,  l a u g h t e r ,  a n d  l e a r n i n g  —  h e l p i n g  p r e s e r v e

c u l t u r e ,  b u i l d  b e l o n g i n g ,  a n d  s u p p o r t  t h e  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  a l l  g e n e r a t i o n s .

FRIS COMMUNITY
Annual Report 2024/2025



GET IN TOUCH
EMAIL INQUIR IE S

FRASER RIVER INDIGENOUS SOCIETY
UNIT 200 (2ND FLOOR), 11830 223 STREET 
MAPLE RIDGE, BC V2X 5Y1

PHONE
604 458 0151

ADDRE SS
INFO@FRISOCIETY.CA

WEBS I TE
WWW.FRISOCIETY.CA


